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"THE TENT ON THE BEACH'

There was a rumor abroad early in 1867 that
Mr. Whittier was about to marry. He refers to
this in his letter to Lucy Larcom of March 16 :
" Credulity, thy name is woman I So thee believed
that report, almost! Well, it may be true, but the
first intimation of it came to me through the news-
papers. They ought to know. I can't imagine
how or where it started. It vexed me, but of
course there was no help for it. It is the cruel-
est irony to congratulate a hopeless old bachelor,
within one year of sixty, on such a prospect. I
don't know about this 'freedom of the press.' "

TO APPHIA H.   HOWARD.

5th 3d mo., 1867.

The idea of offering matrimonial congratulations
to a hopeless old bachelor trying to thread a nee-
dle to sew on his buttons ! As well talk of agility
to a cripple, or of a rise in government stocks to a
town pauper. Of course, thee did n't believe the
silly story. I don't care much about it, but I
should be sorry to have to read congratulations
upon it by every mail. I wish the newspaper
scamp who started it nothing worse than to be an
old bachelor like myself, or to have a wife like
Mrs. Caudle.

TO GAIL HAMILTON.

18th 3d mo., 1867.

It was very kind in thee to write me a good long
letter, knowing that I could never make a fair re-
turn, my letters being like the Irishman's blanket,
" too short at both ends." When I read thy letter